
Engaging with students’ ‘voices’:
Using images and other sensory methods

‘This flag is the flag of my Indonesia.’
Primary school student, Payakumbuh, Indonesia



Why use images and other sensory methods to engage 
with children in schools?

• Children are usually the passive subjects of educational policy and 
practice.

• To have truly inclusive and child friendly schools, children must 
have an active role in ALL aspects of their educational experience. 

• Children’s perspectives, their ‘voices’ are not often listened to or 
taken seriously. 

• Images such as drawings and photographs and other sensory 
methods such as tactile mapping and drama can be powerful and 
accessible tools.

• Children, through their images and other creative work, have the
power to engage a wide range of stakeholders in their school 
community and beyond.



Drawing



Mapping



Tactile Mapping



Drama



Photography















Sept 2004 May 2004

School Development 





Engaging with the community:
Exhibitions and community involvement


