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Community and Parents 
Participation:The key to IE
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What do we mean by 
Community?

� The community includes the 
parents and guardians their 
extended families, neighbours 
near the school and all who live 
in the catchment area.

� A community may also include  
religous leaders, merchants, 
shopkeepers, government 
workers and  many others.

� If the school is in an urban area, 
the community may be defined 
somewhat differently. 

“ Rom’ means ‘human being’”

Roma boy, nine

Roma children living in their families and 
communities and attending mainstream education 

Exclusion from community



Children in communities

• Do children learn only in school?
• Can IE be practiced only in school?

� Children belong to families and 
communities 

� Children often spend more time at 
home and with their communities than 
in school.

� All communities are as much places of 
learning as schools.



Segregated forms of learning 
• Poor access, geographical 

terrain, scattered families, 
financial constraints  

• Residential (special) 
schools

• Life style of parents and 
the community

Issues 
� Are segregated forms of learning appropriate? 
� Are we respecting the entitlement to a home, family and 
membership of the local community as basic right of the 
child? 



EFA National Plans of Actions (NPAs) in 
terms of Inclusive Education

17 countries in the Asia Pacific Region
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Korea 
DPR, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pacific Islands, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

Some key findings
• IE is not recurring theme
• Focus ranges from Special Education to varying 

intent of IE 
• Community participation in the preparation 

process is limited
• Role of community towards school improvement 

is limited to material contributions only



Learning from Asia

Parent and community participation influenced by 
educational, economic status and language

Inclusion of children of sex workers: voices from 
Bangladesh



“ We don’t eat at home. We eat 
at the Day Care centre.

Soon we will s tart having real 
lunch here.”

Day Care centre in 
Tajikistan



Community role                            
emerging from IE practice in Asia

• Education of girls 

• Cultural differences and local 
traditions

• Birth registration

• HIV/AIDS

• Fear of violence  

• Hunger and illness

Photographs: Courtesy: Parvez Agha Khan, Pakistan 
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