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RECOMMENDATIONS

Taking account of national, regional and international obligations
and commitments regarding the equal rights of children, the
participants recommend that inclusive and child friendly
education should be seen as:

* An approach to whole school improvement that will ensure that
national strategies for ‘Education for All’ are really for all;

A means of ensuring that all children receive quality care and
education in their home communities as part of early child
development, pre-school, primary and secondary education
programmes, particularly those who are currently excluded from
mainstream education or vulnerable to marginalisation and
exclusion; and

» A contribution to the development of a society that respects and
values the individual differences of all citizens.

This being the case, more than 500 participants from thirty countries
attending this international symposium make the following
recommendations for further enhancement of education systems in
Asia and beyond:

1. Inclusion should be seen as a fundamental principle that provides
the basis of all national policies

2. The concept of quality should focus on the social, emotional and
physical development, as well as the academic achievements of
children

3. National assessment and evaluation systems need to be revised in
relation to the principle of non-discrimination and inclusion and
the concept of quality mentioned above

4. Adults should respect and value all children, irrespective of their
individual characteristics and circumstances, and take their views
into account



10.

All ministries should work together to develop common strategies
towards inclusion

To ensure Education for All through the child friendly school (CFS)
framework, the issue of non-discrimination and inclusion must be
addressed in all dimensions of CFS, with coordinated and shared
efforts between government and non-government organisations,
donors, communities, local groups, parents, children and the
private sector

All governments, and international and non-governmental
organisations, should collaborate and co-ordinate their efforts to
achieve sustainable development of inclusive communities and
learning-friendly environments for all children

Governments should consider the social and economic implications
of not educating all children, and should therefore include all
school age children in their Education Management Information
Systems (EMIS)

Pre- and in-service teacher education programmes should be
revised in order to support the development of inclusive practices
from early pre-school age and up with emphasis on a holistic
understanding of child development and learning including early
intervention

Governments (central, provincial and district) and schools should
establish and sustain a dialogue with communities, including
parents, about the value of a non-discriminatory and inclusive
education system

The implication of these recommendations is that the principle of
inclusion must be the basis of all strategies for raising standards within
(formal and non-formal) education systems, developing child-friendly
schools and, therefore, achieving Education for All. This must involve
other agencies providing services to children and their families, such as
health and social authorities and organisations supporting at risk
groups. It also requires a continued commitment to in-country and
regional networking.
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